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Author's Preface 


Rash Behari Bose was one of the greatest freedom fighters in the 
struggle for Indian independence. He was the primary and pivotal driving 
force behind India’s liberation and its recovery from a long history of 
destruction under the crushing forces of colonialism. Yet, his momentous 
contributions are all too often overlooked and misunderstood due largely to 
the fact that his voluminous publications have until now been unreadable by 
the vast majority of the population. 


Following his involvement in two prominent revolutionary actions in 
Delhi and Lahore, Rash Behari Bose fled to Japan in 1915 to escape an 
intense manhunt launched by the British authorities. It was there in Japan 
that the majority of his work was carried out in his fight for Indian 
independence, rallying Japanese support and establishing the Indian 
National Army (INA) and the Indian Independence League (IIL). In 
conjunction with his efforts, he published a vast collection of at least forty 
documents and a further eighteen books, all of which he wrote in the 
complex style of old Japanese, as a main purpose of these texts was to 
garner Japanese understanding of India’s plight and their support for the 
independence movement. 


This language barrier is one of the principal reasons why there has 
been so little research conducted on Rash Behari Bose, despite his crucial 
role in some of the most significant historical events of modern times. Not 
only are his writings in Japanese, but they are in the old form of the 
language used prior to the post-WWII language reforms imposed by the 
GHQ, making them all the more challenging to decipher and highly prone to 
misinterpretation. Further complicating the situation is the sheer volume of 
the texts, which in combination with the difficult style of writing, makes any 
attempt at a thorough translation an ominous and time consuming task. 


Due to the inaccessible nature of Rash Behari Bose’s publications, 
there are many widely circulating inaccuracies and misunderstandings. 
Furthermore, the lack of any precise and complete translations of Bose’s 
works has given writers and scholars the liberty of publishing false 
information. 


I have read through many of his works and have compiled them into a 
series of six volumes, condensing the crux of his writings into a manageable 
size, and eliminating repeated segments, as there are significant 
overlapping portions across his publications. Along with Bose’s own words, 

I have included the writings of his daughter Higuchi Tetsuko, brother-in-law 
Soma Yasuo, mother-in-law Soma Kokko, and his close confidants, A.M. Nair 
and M. Sivaram, in addition to my own clearly distinguishable comments 
and interpretations. 


It is the intention of this book to clear up widespread misinformation 
about this great freedom fighter and to deliver the words that he himself 
wrote and wished for the public to know. There has been an unfortunate 
abundance of fabricated information published about Bose, and a great 
number of people who have attempted to take or redistribute the credit for 
his momentous work, taking advantage of the fact that his words have been 
unusually silenced due to linguistic barriers. As a result, there are 
undoubtedly many details in these six volumes that contradict current 
widely circulating beliefs, and it is expected that there will be many who 
disagree with what is written here, having read the British-sided 
publications of such figures as Mohan Singh and Fujiwara Iwaichi. 
However, the purpose of this book is to bring Rash Behari Bose’s words 
back into public knowledge, and my intent is not to dispute other theories. 


Throughout the texts, I do my utmost to honour the style of Rash 
Behari Bose’s original writing in order to allow the readers to become 
familiar with Bose himself as accurately as possible. By understanding Bose 
with depth and authenticity, it is hoped that readers will shake off the 
widespread confusions arising from Westernised interpretations of the 
history of Asia, which Rash Behari Bose dedicated himself to clarifying. 


With respect to the Indian National Army and the Indian 
Independence League, there is the prevalent misconception that they were 
founded by Subhas Chandra Bose, or that Rash Behari Bose handed them 
down to him. Such confusion and overlapping between these two figures is 
extensive, and is another point that this book aims to clarify. Across these 
volumes, I use the name Bose to refer to Rash Behari Bose, while Subhas 
Chandra Bose is referred to as Netaji as a means of eliminating extra room 
for misunderstanding throughout this work. 


Six volumes may seem lengthy, and some sections might not appear to 
be directly related to Bose and his fight for India, however please rest 


assured that I have only included in these books what Bose himself wished 
for the public to know, and all the information found in these pages is 
essential for a comprehensive understanding of Rash Behari Bose and his 
enormous contribution to Indian independence. Bose lived for sixty years - 
the first thirty years of his childhood and youth were spent in India, and his 
final thirty years in Japan. The main portion of his fight for India was 
carried out in Japan, and the majority of his support for the independence 
movement came from the people of Japan. For this reason, in order to fully 
understand Bose’s life and achievements, it is necessary to understand the 
people who actually helped and worked alongside Bose. One cannot discuss 
the Indian independence movement - backed by the INA, which he founded 
in Japan with their unwavering support - without knowing of the Japanese 
people’s contributions and their tremendous efforts towards the liberation 
of India. 


This book is valuable in that it is not written from any position of bias 
- neither towards India, nor Japan. It aims to demonstrate where these two 
countries overlapped in terms of their goals and efforts during the Greater 
East Asian War, and their shared experiences as targets of Western 
colonialism. These subjects were written about extensively by Bose, who 
believed firmly that their deep understanding was of utmost importance for 
the future of India, Japan, and the world at large. Japan and India have been 
working together throughout history, and over the past decade in particular 
they have been continuing to grow ever closer. With this in mind, it is now 
as important as ever to understand their shared historical experiences in 
order for India and Japan to succeed on their mutual path toward peace and 
prosperity. 


This publication is based on the Japanese series, Nihon no bosu to 
kare: daitoa senso ni miru nihon to indo to no setten (Eng. Bose of Japan 
and the History of Japanese Curry: The Confluence of Japan and India in the 
Greater East Asia War), with the close guidance and input of the author, 
Lexi Kawabe. The present book is largely a translation of the Japanese text, 
with the addition and adaption of information to make it suitable to an 
English-speaking or Indian audience. The words of Rash Behari Bose are 
translated directly, without any alterations. 


Rash Behari Bose: The Father of the Indian National Army is a must- 
read for all Indians who wish to rediscover the authentic and dynamic 
history of India, in particular those who live in Japan or who have some 
connection or interest in Japan. 


Elizabeth Eston 
April 28, 2019 


Photos and descriptions to accompany the contents of this volume are 


available online at: ala SEA wordpress. com/rash-behari-bose-the-father- 


Preface to Bose of Japan and the History 
of Japanese Curry: The Confluence of 
Japan and India in the Greater East Asia 
War 


I was born in 1953, less than a year after the end of the Allied 
occupation in Japan. Not long before that, my city had been burnt to the 
ground by incendiary bombs, and I was raised without directly experiencing 
the air raids. I lived in a shack that had been hastily put together using 
materials scavenged from the ruins, and my town lay in shambles. Both food 
and clothing were scarce. 


On the rare occasion that we did encounter a large quantity of food, 
all of it was American. Since it was said that the official language of Japan 
would eventually become English, when I entered my fifth year of 
elementary school, I was repeatedly made to write compositions using the 
English alphabet. I grew up thinking that Japan was a humiliating country 
where life was full of struggles and poverty. Everywhere I went, there were 
many white people and signs saying, “Japanese Keep Out”. 


I was taught that Japanese adults spoke, read and wrote “old” 
Japanese and that from now on, we children would be living in a new Japan. 
We were to learn “proper” Japanese, and must not learn Japanese from any 
adult other than our school teachers. We were taught that the “correct” 
manner of speaking, thinking and behaving was taught at school, and that 
everything outside the school was improper and outdated. I was raised with 
a distorted school education which taught that it was proper to be ashamed 
of our own parents, our ancestors and Japan. 


School education hardly taught anything about the history that 
followed the start of the Meiji period. Teachers emphasised that is was 
incorrect to refer to the war that my father fought in as the Greater East 
Asian War, and that the proper name was the Pacific War or World War II. I 
was raised hearing much blaming of the Japanese Imperial Army and 
criticism of Japan, but heard nothing that could give me any pride in my 
homeland. Everything about America was correct. The way Americans 


behaved, what they ate, what they read, what they saw - all ofit was 
magnificent. We were completely engulfed in the atmosphere that music, 
films, and all else must follow America's example. Adults could do nothing 
but to observe us silently with a sidelong glance, their expressions grim. In 
those days, they had no choice butto either subtly hint at their position 
toward America, or to silently pray to the gods and the Buddha that their 
children would resist Americanization. 


In post-war Japan, it was commonplace for Americans and other 
foreigners to assault and kill Japanese people. It was not at all unusual for 
us to experience violence or to be mugged by foreign residents of Japan. For 
this very reason, no matter how many times we were taught that Japanese 
were the worst villains in the world and that all foreigners were 
magnificent, this was not possible for us to truly accept. The adults’ silent 
warnings towards us and the high crime rate of foreigners towards 
Japanese prevented us from being fully brainwashed by the GHQ. In present 
day Japan, people like me who were raised with the War Guilt Information 
Program (WGIP) are now leaders across various fields. Thus, not only is the 
post-war WGIP of over seventy years ago continuing on to this very day, but 
it is growing even stronger. 


I first began reading the writings of Rash Behari Bose when I was 
approached by an Indian who said to me, “Indians are not able to read the 
writings left behind by this great man, so please translate the Japanese into 
Sanskrit for us.” At first, I intended only to mechanically translate them into 
English, but as I continued reading, I came to feel that I would like as many 
Japanese and Indians as possible to understand his message, and it was in 
such a manner that I came to write this book. 


Since I began researching Rash Behari Bose, I have come to feel that I 
am growing little by little. It is as though I am restarting my education from 
the very beginning. When I was a child, the adults around me were kept 
silent by the GHQ, and were forbidden from teaching us anything. My 
school education was of poor quality, and was controlled and distorted by 
the GHQ. I grew up being made to believe that I was being saved by the 
“righteous America” and that through them, I was receiving the “correct 
education.” 


The first time I read a book written by Rash Behari Bose, my 
immediate reaction was that it was “old.” Since my education had taught 
me was that “old” equals “bad,” it was necessary for me to overcome the 


barrier created by such values that had been instilled in me. The next 
obstacle that I was confronted with was the notion that “it is all over now,” 
and that these were “things of the past.” In other words, I felt that they 
must have some historical value, but they likely did not have any meaning to 
us who are living in the present day. Furthermore, I thought that these were 
the matters of a distant and foreign India, and that these were other 
people’s affairs and not mine. “Rash Behari Bose escaped pursuit by the 
British and fled to Japan. He was rescued by Nakamuraya, took Japanese 
citizenship, married the daughter of Nakamuraya, had two children, and 
introduced authentic Indian curry to Japan” - this is the clichéd storyline 
that is widely circulating, and so I thought that it would only take mea 
week to read all the books written by Rash Behari Bose. 


Taking Bose lightly, I obtained his books, but was astonished to find 
that they far and away surpassed my expectations. His books convey truth 
and virtue. They cultivate an understanding of what is happening in the 
present, and what may unfold in the future. He demonstrates that 
throughout history and continuing to this very day, Japan and India have 
always been in sync with one another. Furthermore, his writings give us a 
deeper understanding of the human world, and raise questions across every 
possible realm, including politics, psychology, religion, philosophy, and 
economy. 


Recognising the weight of the contents of Rash Behari Bose’s books, 
for the first time in my life, I put great effort into reading documents written 
in the old writing system of Japan. And so, it came to be that I was taught by 
an Indian, Rash Behari Bose, the Japanese language that as a Japanese 
person I ought to have been using all along, had there been no language 
control by the GHQ. Moreover, I learned from him the truth about Japan 
that I would have been taught by adults if it had not been for the 
brainwashing tactics of the WGIP. By reading his books, I was familiarised 
with imperialism, patriotism and Pan-Asianism - words that before then, I 
would have hesitated even to utter. Furthermore, he taught me that I must 
try to understand Tojo Hideki, “Class A” war criminals, Yasukuni Shrine, 
and the Japanese religion - all of which I had previously thought of as 
symbols of evil. 


Since Rash Behari Bose was born in 1886, he was of the same 
generation as my grandparents. My grandfather on my father’s side was 
likely born in the same year as Bose, and likely lived in the same 
neighbourhood. From the 1920s until 1945, Bose was often spoken about in 


the newspapers, so it is extremely likely that my grandparents were familiar 
with him. Bose’s children are of the same generation as my father, and they 
fought in the same war. When Bose's eldest son Masahide was killed in 
action in Okinawa, my father was a prisoner of war in Russia, being 
transferred from camp to camp in the bitter cold, surviving on potato peels 
that he stole from the garbage bin, and suffering forced labour. This means 
that Bose’s grandchildren are of my generation, and that his great- 
grandchildren are of the same generation as my own children. Thus, 
reading the books of Bose means that I am learning about Japan as 
experienced by my father and my grandparents, and that his writings are 
extremely important for my own understanding of self. For this reason, I 
have come to understand that Bose’s writings also contain information that 
would be invaluable to my own children, and it is in this manner that I have 
come to bring together all the information contained in this book. 


Rash Behari Bose left behind eighteen books and numerous journal 
articles. The majority are publicly accessible online via the National Diet 
Library, so I implore my readers to look over the original documents with 
their own eyes. This book is a mere primer for understanding the contents 
of Bose’s writings. 


The reason why Rash Behari Bose produced so many publications was 
that he knew it was imperative for Japanese people to understand India in 
order for him to save India from British imperialism. Bose was of the belief 
that only Japan, which had been victorious in the Russo-Japanese War, could 
save India and indeed Asia at large. He fled to Japan in 1915, and for the 
next thirty years until his death in 1945, he dedicated his life to saving 
India. His greatest weapons were his pen, his network, and the mutual trust 
shared between himself and Japan. 


In 1941, a large portion of the world lay under the grip of British 
colonialism. The British Empire expanded through the use of military force, 
and it was India that supplied them with the necessary soldiers and 
financial power to do so. England stole money and weapons from India, and 
forcefully drove the Indian people to launch attacks and invasions 
throughout the world. In reality, the majority of the British soldiers were in 
fact Indians who were being threatened and tricked into supporting the 
British agenda. Above all else, this is what Bose wanted the Japanese people 
to understand. If India was not freed from Britain, Indians would be used to 
destroy countries throughout the world and to force these countries into 
becoming British vassal states. Japan would also face the same fate. If India 
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did not become independent, Indians would be used to attack Japan. Bose 
risked his own life to spread this message. 


Japan had the highest literacy rate in the world. In order to gain the 
understanding of the Japanese people, in just fourteen years, Bose honed 
his language ability to the level that he was able to write books in the 
Japanese language. One after another, he published books and went to 
deliver speeches wherever he was invited. He put his faith in the Japanese 
people, and the Japanese put their faith in him. 


The intention behind this book is to familiarise readers with Rash 
Behari Bose, and for this reason, as much as is possible, it is written in the 
style of his own writing. 


The first chapter will be a broad introduction to Rash Behari Bose and 
the impact of the colonial policies of the British Empire. Also addressed, is 
the extent to which Indian food has greatly influenced the food culture of 
Japan since around 1857. Many of the dishes that are referred to as yoshoku 
(Western-style meals) in fact have their origins in Indian cuisine. 


There were two major turning points in Japanese history, both of 
which were brought about by British imperialism, and so this chapter 
positions them in relation to their deep connection to Rash Behari Bose, 
who fought against British imperialism. One could say that August 15 is the 
most important date in British imperialism, and the explanation behind this 
is lightly summarised in the first chapter. I also introduce the foundational 
theme that flows throughout this book. Japan and India have a relationship 
that has lasted thousands of years, and there are arenas in which strong 
collaboration is necessary in the present day. However, in order for this to 
happen India must put its faith in Japan. One obstacle to this is the fact that 
there is deep-seated pro-British and anti-Japan sentiment shared among 
some Indians. 


In the first chapter, I also explain the relationship between 
colonialism and the Industrial Revolution, the connection between 
colonialism and maritime routes, and the Western invasion of Japan. I point 
out that during the Bakumatsu era, Japan was manipulated by the colonial 
policies of Britain, France, America, Russia, and Holland. The British 
Empire flourished through its rule over India, and I introduce this and other 
important points including the nature of a British colony, the extent of 
British colonialism, and the continued existence of British colonies in the 
present day. 
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In the second chapter, I describe the period between Rash Behari 
Bose's birth in India in 1886, and his death in Japan in 1945. This section is 
written in the style of a novel in order to bring Bose to life as much as 
possible. The first section of Chapter 2, “Rash Behari Bose Before his 
Escape to Japan,” relies largely on Bose's writings in his Dokuritsu no toso 
and Seinen ajia no shori. The period between his initial arrival in Japan and 
the death of his wife is mainly in Bose’s own words, in combination with 
excerpts from his brother-in-law Sõma Yasuo's descriptions of Bose in Ajia 
no mezame: Indo shishi bihari bosu to nihon. After the death of his wife 
Toshiko, Bose stopped writing about himself. He left his children in the care 
of his in-laws Kokko and Aizo, and dedicated his life fully to the Indian 
independence movement. This was influenced by his life view, rooted in his 
faith in the Indian religion. 


Bose was an Indian man, born and raised in India, but he had little 
contact with his true parents and siblings. On the other hand, since his 
escape to Japan in 1915, Bose developed close relationships with people 
who grew as meaningful to him as ifthey were his own parents and siblings. 
These were the Sõma family, A.M. Nair, and Tõyama Mitsuru. Bose was a 
man ofthe highest humanity, and for this reason, the story of his Indian 
independence movement cannot be told without telling the story of his 
human relations. 


Since Rash Behari Bose did not write any further autobiographies 
after losing his wife in 1925, for information on Bose as of that time, I have 
relied largely on the publication of A.M. Nair, Shirarezaru indo dokuritsu 
toso - A.M. Nairu kaisoroku. For other sections, I have referred to the 
experiences of Bose’s brother-in-law, Yasuo, as recorded in Ajia no mezame: 
Indo shishi bihari bosu to nihon, as well as the records of his daughter 
Tetsuko in Chichi bosu: tsuioku no naka no ajia to nihon. For cases in which 
there are several accounts of the same incident among the writings of Bose, 
Nair, Tetsuko, and Yasuo, I have carefully compared them and checked for 
inconsistencies. In situations where contradictions exist, I have deferred to 
the account given by the person who had firsthand experience of the event. 


For matters regarding the Indian Independence League and the 
Indian National Army, I have mainly referred to Nair’s Shirarezaru indo 
dokuritsu toso - A.M. Nairu kaisoroku, and have confirmed the details 
through comparison with M. Sivaram’s The Road to Delhi. This was the 
period when, during the Greater East Asian War, Japan and India decided 
their fates together, and there are various conflicting accounts from that 
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time. Regarding the details in this portion, there is much room for debate. If 
one reads books written by supporters of Netaji, Mohan Singh, and 
Fujiwara Iwaichi, their contents likely diverge greatly from the present 
work. Rather than focusing on which discussion is correct, this book 
consistently remains faithful only to conveying the side of Rash Behari Bose. 
Year after year, there has been an increasing number of Indians who 
support and deify Netaji, and the theories maintained by them are 
thoroughly recorded in books and online, whereas the voices of Rash Behari 
Bose and A.M. Nair have, curiously enough, been completely erased. This 
book, as much as is possible, faithfully argues in support of the records left 
behind in the writings of Rash Behari Bose - the founder of the Indian 
Independence League and the Indian National Army - and in those written 
by his right-hand man, A.M. Nair. 


On occasion, I have consulted Rash Behari Basu: His Struggle for 
India’s Independence, and have used it as a reference at certain points. At 
the end of this chapter, I write about Rash Behari Bose’s successor, Subhas 
Chandra Bose. After Netaji assumed the role of President of the Indian 
Independence League on July 4, 1943, he ignored the League’s constitution 
and established the Indian Provisional Government, as a result of which, he 
personally and freely commanded the Indian Independence League and the 
Indian National Army, and led the crushing defeat of the Battle of Imphal. I 
have addressed all of this, up to the point of his death in the airplane crash 
incident of August 18, 1945. Japan has provided India with detailed 
documents regarding the crash, the funeral service, and Netaji’s remains, 
however, for over seventy years, his distant relatives have been hampering 
the return of his remains to India, and the situation has still not yet been 
resolved. 


In the third chapter, I look into the Greater East Asian War which 
ended shortly after Rash Behari Bose’s death. Until that time, Britain’s 
global colonisation had been supported by Indian resources, wealth, 
weapons, and soldiers. Japan’s objective in the Greater East Asian War was 
to secure India’s total independence from Britain, thereby ending this vital 
flow of resources, and to protect Japan from invasion by the British Empire. 
However, soon after Bose’s death, and following America’s indiscriminate 
massacre of the Japanese via countless air raids and two atomic bombs, 
Japan’s acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration was finally acknowledged by 
America on August 14, 1945. It was publicly broadcast by the Emperor of 
Japan on August 15, and signed and put into effect on September 2. Russia 
took the dropping of the atomic bombs as an opportunity to join the war and 
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invade Japan, and until September 3", they committed large scale genocide 
and rape of the Japanese, who had no means of resistance, having already 
been completely disarmed by the US armed forces. 


Following this, I discuss how the Allied forces used the International 
Military Tribunal for the Far East to switch the roles of victim and 
perpetrator, transferring the blame to Japan for acts of brutality that had in 
fact been committed by US and Russian armed forces. I also talk about 
Judge Radhabinod Pal, who described this occurrence in detail in his 
Dissentient Judgement. I further mention that on August 15, 1947 (the 
second anniversary of Japan’s defeat, as designated by the GHQ), India was 
granted “independence,” but had in fact become a self-governing dominion 
which maintained the British Monarch as its constitutional ruler. 


A.M. Nair, Jayewardene (former President of Sri Lanka), Gen'yosha, 
Heramba Lal Gupta, Sugiyama Tatsumaru, Indira the elephant and Prime 
Minister Nehru - all were important in telling the narrative of Japan-India 
relations during the period following the end of the war. Ever since then 
and continuing until the present, Rash Behari Bose appears as a vital point 
whenever considering the relationship between Japan and India. 


The 1985 Air India Flight 182 and Haneda Airport bombing incident is 
related to events concerning Bose, and is also connected to the current 
movement to separate Punjab from India. 


In this chapter, I also allude to the relationship between Rash Behari 
Bose and Prime Minister Abe Shinzo, and in so doing I demonstrate that the 
Indian independence movement carried out by Bose in Japan maintains 
influence even to this day. 


The fourth chapter is a continuation of Chapter 1, and implores 
readers to free themselves from the mind control of imperialism that was 
introduced in Chapters 2 and 3. Following the war, Asian nations were 
labelled as underdeveloped, but I demonstrate that it was in fact advanced, 
and that civilisation was not passed from Europe to India, but rather, that 
Indian civilisation was in reality stolen by Europe. I provide support for this, 
using examples from linguistics, the Aryan Theory, and the Brothers Grimm. 


Regarding the path of action that ought to be taken by Asia, I refer to 
excerpts from Bose’s book, Seinen ajia no shori. Finally, I end the chapter 
with an excerpt from Bose wa sakebu, containing the urgent plea of Rash 
Behari Bose. 
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The fifth chapter is about curry; however the contents are not like 
those of a cookbook or a book about food history. Rather, it is about the 
best-suited curry for this book. There is a common notion that the major 
contribution of Rash Behari Bose was introducing authentic Indian curry to 
the Japanese, who until then had only known of British curry. I have lived in 
both England and India, so I cannot accept this theory. Supposing that 
Japanese curry originated from England, there ought to be a British curry in 
England which is similar to Japanese curry, yet no such thing exists. On the 
contrary, since long ago, the curry of England - where many Indians reside 
- has always been authentic Indian curry. 


In my book, I divide the Japanese curry culture into three periods, and 
I consider the characteristics of each. Japan’s curry culture began around 
the time when British imperialism was invading both Japan and India 
simultaneously. It entered a new era in 1950, when mass production of 
commercial curry roux was launched as a means of overcoming starvation 
throughout Japan, following the end of the Greater East Asian War. Roughly 
half a century later, as of 2005, there was a surge in Nepali immigrants, and 
Nepalis started creating and selling a new form of restaurant curry which 
they advertise as Indian curry. Japanese and Indians living in Japan also 
began selling authentic Indian curry, and a multinational curry culture has 
been established in Japan. 


Curry incorporates Indian Ayurvedic spices or traditional Japanese 
medicines which are cooked together with healthy ingredients such as 
vegetables, beans, meat, fish, and cheese, and so it is used to maintain 
wellbeing. In Japan, it aided starving people during the post-war food 
shortage, and even to this day it is a staple during times of disaster, and is 
served regularly in schools and in the army and navy. 


In order to challenge the common belief that Rash Behari Bose 
introduced authentic Indian curry to Japan, which until then had only been 
familiar with British curry, I introduce eight different types of chicken 
curry. To begin with, I give recipes for the standard modern Japanese-style 
chicken curry and Indian-style chicken curry, and two recipes for British 
chicken curry from 1741 and 1861. In addition, I introduce two different 
Japanese chicken curries from 1872, as well as a Japanese chicken curry 
from 1902 - all of which predate the arrival of Rash Behari Bose in Japan. 


I provide the recipe for the mung bean curry that Rash Behari Bose 
always enjoyed and ate at home whenever not entertaining guests. This is 
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followed by an 1861 recipe for British curry powder and curry sauce, as 
well as a simple recipe for garam masala. 


To Japanese people, the Greater East Asian War symbolises nothing 
but indescribable suffering, humiliation and bewilderment. Regarding the 
war, everyone and anyone bears painful memories and deep scars. 
Moreover, for those Japanese who directly experienced the unspeakable 
massacres which targeted the total genocide of the Japanese people, they 
are not permitted to address their sadness, and are prohibited from 
speaking the truth. Their minds are manipulated into worshipping their 
enemies, and they are coerced into deceiving their own people. The truth 
has been hidden from the generations of the Japanese public who were born 
and educated under the post-war WGIP, and unfortunately they are now 
growing old and approaching the end of their lives. Their children and 
grandchildren also do not understand the war, and live without knowing the 
truth about Japan. It is the books written and left behind by Rash Behari 
Bose which present us with the chance to open our eyes and see the truth. 


I am by no means an accomplished scholar on Rash Behari Bose, and 
my research on him is still in its early phase. I do not make any claim that 
my writing is without error, and it is inevitable that there are numerous 
faults and areas which require further research. I have only written what I 
can with as much truth and accuracy as possible at my present stage. 
However, I believe that this book will have served its purpose if it can 
encourage even just one more person to ask important questions. The issues 
raised in this book are dark and painful, however I would be pleased if you 
could extract some meaning from these pages and advance forward to 
cultivate great wisdom. 


Lexi Kawabe 


August 15, 2018 
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Chapter 1: Rash Behari Bose and 
Colonialism 


Meeting Rash Behari Bose 


On June 5, 1915, a lone Indian man disembarked at the Port of Kobe. 
His name was P.N. Thakur, and he had boarded the Japanese ship Sanuki 
Maru at the Port of Kolkata in the east of India. In reality, however, this 
young twenty-nine year old man was none other than Rash Behari Bose, 
fleeing to Japan under a false identity. 


At that time, Bose was able to speak just four Japanese words. Even 
having escaped to Japan, his life continued to be in great danger, as he was 
pursued by the British secret service soon after his arrival. He was 
protected by a large number of Japanese people, and so that he would not 
be discovered in hiding, Bose was forced to live a life of virtual isolation. In 
the midst of such solitude, although cut off from society, in just four and a 
half months he taught himself Japanese and astonished those around him. 
However, it was not only this that shocked everyone. During that time, Bose 
had fully absorbed the Japanese spirit, and was able to conduct himself 
flawlessly as the perfect Japanese gentleman. 


Bose came to be deeply trusted by influential members of Japanese 
society, including high government officials, scholars, and religious leaders, 
as well as students and the common public. Bose wrote many books in 
Japanese and contributed to journals and magazines. His fluency in the 
Japanese language, coupled with his splendid personality, earned him great 
favour, and he was requested to deliver public speeches at various locations 
throughout Japan. He also taught English and was invited to present at 
universities. In this manner, he built a strong foundation, and explained to 
the Japanese people the present conditions faced by India and Asia. He 
successfully cultivated a better understanding of India among the Japanese 
people, and urgently poured his heart and soul into this effort. He did so in 
order to save his motherland by garnering Japanese support and aid for the 
salvation of India from British colonisation. 
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From age fifteen to fifty-eight, Rash Behari Bose tirelessly dedicated 
his life to the struggle for Indian independence. He was of the strong 
conviction that it was only Japan that would be able to rescue India. In those 
days, the influential figures of India felt close loyalty to England, and were 
immersed in the influence of England’s anti-Japanese propaganda. If Indians 
did not come to understand the truth about Japan, it would be impossible 
for India to be saved, and for this reason, Bose desperately spread pro- 
Japanese propaganda. Even while being insulted, being referred to as 
“Japan’s puppet” by his fellow Indians who in reality ought to have been his 
supporters, he continued to earnestly teach the truth about Japan for the 
sake of his motherland. This is the heart-rending story of a lone young 
Indian man who united his heart with the Japanese people and fought 
tirelessly for his country. It is a precious part of history that compels 
readers to re-examine the widespread systematic distortion and 
misinformation of the Greater East Asian War. 


On January 21, 1945, Rash Behari Bose breathed his last breath, 
calling out the names of his two children in the midst of the nine-month-long 
Tokyo air raids. A few days earlier, Japan had conferred upon him the Order 
of the Rising Sun, Second Class. Until 1945, Japan greatly approved of and 
respected Rash Behari Bose, and the extent of his greatness was extolled by 
the Japanese people en masse from the bottom of their hearts. On the other 
hand, Bose, who devoted his life to Indian independence and who made 
tremendous contributions, was disregarded in India and has long been 
forgotten. There are now few who know of his great exploits. - 


According to A.M. Nair, who arrived in Japan in 1928 as a student at 
Kyoto University, except for those with an education, Japanese people did 
not know of India. The majority of the public were not familiar with the 
name, India, and its current reference to a country that was suffering under 
the grip of British colonisers. They knew only of this place as “Tenjiku” - a 
glorious civilisation of advanced religion, philosophy and culture. A.M. Nair 
stated that when he was asked by Japanese people, “Where are you from?” 
and upon responding with, “I am from India,” he would often be met with an 
expression of mystery. However, whenever he responded with, “Tenjiku,” 
everyone would respond with a cheerful familiarity and say, “Oh, I see!” 
with an expression of understanding. 


Rash Behari Bose arrived in Japan thirteen years earlier than Nair, in 
1915, and so, this was all the more the case with him. It was a time when 
even among those who knew that India and Tenjiku were one and the same, 
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they were more comfortable with calling it Tenjiku. When Bose came to 
learn that India was referred to as Tenjiku in Japan, with a smile on his face, 
he said, 


“Since I am from Tenjiku, I must be a tenrai.” 


In Japanese, Tenjiku means “land of heaven,” and so, the name Tenrai 
was perfectly suited to Bose, as it means “heavenly being.” He became fond 
of referring to himself as Tenrai, and the people of Japan affectionately 
called him Tenrai-sensei. 


Indeed, it truly was as though Rash Behari Bose had descended from 
the heavens, and the name Tenrai was appropriate for him. His mind and 
spirit were pure, and he had the type of personality that would captivate 
anyone. Bose was the sort of character who had no desires or greed, and he 
sacrificed his own life for his motherland, India. He loved his country, and it 
was his conviction that saving India would mean the salvation of mankind. 


After Rash Behari Bose's escape to Japan, he met many truly good and 
compassionate Japanese people. He met those who had the same pure- 
hearted and brave character as him, who also loved their motherland and 
wanted to save it, and who desired peace and harmony among all of 
mankind. There is much that we can learn through Bose’s way of life and 
the words that he left behind. Through Bose, it is also a happy affair that we 
can experience the mind and spirit of the Japanese people as they were 
before the end of the war. For us who are living in the years following 1945, 
we are prone to view Japan from the Western point of view. The strategic 
brainwashing conducted by America and Britain does not target only the 
Japanese public, but rather, the sad reality is that we all live carrying within 
ourselves the indoctrination contrived by the WGIP. It is my humble desire 
that by learning about Rash Behari Bose, we can recognise and cleanse 
ourselves of this unexploded bomb of systematic manipulation that lies 
dormant deep within our minds. 


People do not question the definition of India as a colony of Britain, 
and yet there are few who believe that Japan was also invaded by Britain 
and America. Colonisation means the violation and destruction of other 
cultures and civilisations through heinous acts. The invasion of a country 
assumes various shapes. One method is the extortion of the government and 
economy through military force, while the other is achieved through the 
destruction of a culture, the corruption of its people, the reduction of its 
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population, and the complete eradication of its populace through the use of 
immigration. 


It was Britain that brought about the fall ofthe Edo period in Japan 
and the start of the Meiji era. At that very same time, Britain was also 
actively bringing India to ruin. In 1945, when Japan’s fight in the war came 
to an end, the superficial appearance of British imperialism was 
transformed such that it seemed as though it had been replaced by America, 
but even to this very day, British colonial practices continue to thrive. Since 
the establishment the British-American colonial policies, while repeatedly 
shifting back and forth from one to the other, their shared power continues 
to grow increasingly. By looking back on the past and accurately 
understanding British and American colonialism, we will be able to clarify 
various crucial matters that are impacting us even in the present day. 
British and American colonialism undisputedly caused unspeakable human 
catastrophe and defied all laws of humanity, but at the same time, they 
deserve admiration for their sheer intricacy and enormity. When we 
challenge ourselves to understand it, we are struck with awe by this 
sophisticated network of manipulation and lies, so incredibly intricate and 
cold-hearted that it hardly even seems humanly possible. In this book, while 
following the footprints of Rash Behari Bose, I would like to explain, if even 
only just a little, the British colonial policies which continue to trifle with us 
to this very day. 


The Footprints of the Indian Revolution in Japanese Food 
Culture 


In present day Japan, data shows that curry always ranks as the most 
popular dish. Curry appeared in Japan during the Edo period, but by the 
early Meiji period it was already widely established throughout the country, 
and various dishes made with curry powder came to be invented one after 
another. 


At around the same time that curry was gaining popularity in Japan, in 
1857 the independence movement began in India. In England, it was 
reduced down to the diminutive name of the Sepoy Mutiny, but in reality it 
was an anti-British war launched by the people of India in an attempt to 
oust the British East India Company from their country. After a year of 
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fighting, India was defeated by England, and from this point onward the 
Indian people began to suffer under the fetters of the British. The following 
year, in 1858, the British East India Company assigned Indian sovereignty 
to the British government and to Oueen Victoria. As a result, the majority of 
the country fell under the direct control of the British monarchy, and the 
British Raj was established. India's first war of independence and the arrival 
of curry in Japan overlap directly. Commodore Perry's Black Ship reached 
Uraga, Japan in 1853 via India, and not through a direct route across the 
Pacific Ocean. While England and America were actively colonising Asia, 
curry was gaining rapid popularity in Japan. 


Korokke (Japanese potato croquettes) are also a popular food item 
found throughout Japan, likewise appearing during the early Meiji period. 
The most prominent image of this era is that of Japan’s Westernisation, and 
so, korokke are suitably categorised as yoshoku (Western food) and there is 
an impression that it was invented in the West. However this, too, like 
curry, is found in Indian cuisine. 


For the Japanese people, the indispensible accompaniment to korokke 
is Worcestershire sauce, and they are always served together. The Japanese 
version of this sauce is thought of as a Western condiment; however it 
contains tamarind and spices akin to the tamarind chutney of India, giving 
them a similar colour, consistency and sweet tangy flavour. The Japanese 
company Hanshin Worcester Sauce began commercial sales in 1885, just 
one year before the birth of Rash Behari Bose. At this time, the 
independence movement - in reality, a war against the British - was 
growing day by day, triggered by Britain’s continued mass killings of the 
Indian public, which had been continuing actively for some decades ever 
since the 1857 First Indian War of Independence. 


Okonomiyaki and takoyaki are two other popular Japanese dishes to 
which the Japanese style Worcestershire sauce or tamarind sauce is 
indispensible. Interestingly, since early times there has also existed in the 
local cuisine of India, foods that look outwardly almost identical to 
okonomiyaki and takoyaki, and that are prepared using the same techniques 
and cooking equipment. 


Morishita Jintan Co., Ltd. is a Japanese producer of healthcare 
products, which established a branch in Bombay in 1912 - the very same 
year that Rash Behari Bose was involved in the Delhi bombing incident on 
Viceroy Hardinge. In India, there is a medicinal food called pan, which is 
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eaten after meals as a breath freshener and a digestive. In this, there are 
beads that look and taste identical to Japanese jintan. 


Even tempura, which is said to have been introduced by the West 
during the Edo period, arrived in Japan at the time when Britain and 
Holland were fighting over Indonesia in their pursuit to establish a colony. 
It is also interesting to note that there is an Indian dish called pakora, which 
looks identical the popular vegetable tempura called kakiage. 


Japanese pongashi, kaminari okoshi, uiro, and other foods that are 
rumoured to have been made through the influence of Western culture 
during the Edo and Meiji periods, in fact have never existed at all in the 
West, yet they have been eaten in India since ancient times. 


One more interesting Japanese food item is a drink called Calpis, 
which began selling in 1919. I will discuss this in detail later on, but 1919 
was an accursed year in which the Treaty of Versailles was signed, and soon 
thereafter, Britain carried out the indiscriminate massacre of Indians at 
Jallianwala Bagh. It was also an extremely important year for the Indian 
independence movement. The Calpis that began selling in 1919 is similar to 
the Indian drink called lassi, and was marketed by a former Japanese 
Buddhist monk. The name, Calpis, comes from the combination between the 
two words, calcium and salpis. Salpis is a Sanskrit word from India, 
meaning ghee. 


I will now briefly list the events that unfolded from the beginning of 
the Edo period in 1600, until the end of the Greater East Asian War in 1945. 
In 1600, the British East India Company began advancing toward the East. 
In 1857, the Indian War of Independence began. In 1903, the Japan-India 
Association was established. In 1905, taking the opportunity of the Japanese 
victory in the Russo-Japanese War, Indian freedom fighters went to Japan to 
learn from them about how to successfully achieve their cause. In 1915, 
Rash Behari Bose fled to Japan, and began fighting for Indian independence 
there. In 1941, the Japanese government officially announced their support 
of Indian independence and declared war against the U.S. and Britain, 
which is known as the Greater East Asian War. On the 5" and 6" of 
November 1943, the Greater East Asia Conference was held in Tokyo. On 
January 21, 1945, Rash Behari Bose passed away, and half a year later the 
Greater East Asian War ended. 


Simply by listing in this manner the several important historical facts 
detailed in this book, one can see clearly that Indian cuisine was 
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popularised in Japan during the very same period in which Britain was 
actively invading India. The history of the relationship among India, Japan 
and Britain is far more dynamic and interesting than has been portrayed 
post-war in the media and in school education. 


Among the food culture that has been passed down from India to 
Japan, curry is particularly interesting. It has value in both home cooking 
and restaurant cuisine, and has undergone transformations in the Japanese 
context. Over and above this, it was also a vital part of military meals and 
school lunches for the maintenance of health, and helped alleviate the 
starvation of the Japanese public during the post-war food shortage. The 
details of this will be discussed in later chapters. 


Japan’s Historical Turning Points and Rash Behari Bose 


There were two great historical turning points in Japan. One was the 
end of the Edo period and the start of the Meiji period, and the second was 
Japan’s defeat in the Greater East Asian War. The commonalities between 
these two periods is Western aggression against Japan, the transformation 
of the societal structure in conjunction with industrial reform, and the 
genocide of the Japanese people. 


In order to understand the present world, it is important to properly 
grasp these two periods. And in order to do that, Western colonialism and 
the industrial revolution are unavoidable topics. If one understands the 
industrial revolution, then one can understand the problems of the 
reformation of the social structure; and if one understands the colonial 
policies, then one can understand why so many precious lives were lost, and 
why even today, the massacres continue. To know the truth is inextricably 
linked to happiness. It is not possible to attain happiness while avoiding the 
truth. 


Rash Behari Bose worshipped the gods of the Hindu religion and 
believed that speaking the truth was the path to growing closer to the gods. 
He dedicated all of his time, day and night, to seeking the truth. 


“Truth is God.” 


These were the words written by Rash Behari Bose on April 25, 1942, 
and indeed, many truths have been recorded in his works. 
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Until 1945, Rash Behari Bose was widely respected as Tenrai-sensei 
by the people of Japan, and even went as far as to have decorations 
conferred upon him by the Japanese government. However, after 1945, both 
Indians and Japanese alike stopped talking about even the very existence of 
this valuable person, and he was completely forgotten. Since the outbreak 
of the Greater East Asian War until immediately after Japan left the war, 
Bose built connections with the Japanese Imperial Army and other related 
bodies and put great effort into freeing India from colonisation by the 
British Empire. 


After Japan’s defeat in the war, a self-defeating view of history was 
planted in the hearts of the Japanese people, and they hesitated even to 
speak of or believe in the type of justice that Japan had been striving for - 
namely, freedom for all countries suffering from Western oppression and 
subjugation. Japanese people who speak of justice are severely criticised as 
being right-wing, imperialistic, militaristic, and nationalistic, and they have 
no choice but to hold their tongue. It is truly such a bad thing to speak the 
truth? Is it truly such noble behaviour to close one's eyes to reality? Rash 
Behari Bose's writings are extremely important works that provide the 
answers to such guestions. 


By knowing about Rash Behari Bose, we are brought to the realisation 
that India and Japan, which ata first glance appear to be distant and 
foreign to one another, are indeed valuable relatives who suffered together 
side by side. By learning about Bose and his experiences with India and 
Japan, our opinions of these two great lands will be revised and we will 
come to appreciate the extent of their deep and long-lasting kinship. 


August 15 is a Day of Special Meaning 


In Japan, there is a customary practice called obon, which is a fusion 
of Japan’s ancient faith of ancestor worship (sorei shinko) and Buddhism 
transmitted from India. Obon is also known as urabon, a word originating 
from the Sanskrit, ullambana. Before the Meiji period, according to the old 
lunar calendar the day of this practice was July 15, and after the solar 
calendar came into use, August 15 has been the central day of obon, on 
which ancestors’ spirits are welcomed into the home and a memorial service 
is held. Britain decided to designate this pious day, August 15, as the day on 
which to resurrect the cruel and inhuman spirit of the British Empire. 
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Nowadays in Japan, August 15 is referred to as the anniversary of the 
end ofthe war, but in reality, this was the day on which the Showa Emperor 
broadcast the Imperial Rescript on the Termination of the War to the 
nation. The majority of the post-war Japanese have been living without even 
understanding this important message from the Emperor. The Imperial 
Rescript on the Termination of the War is in the kanbun style, meaning that 
Japanese who were brought up with a post-war education are not able to 
easily understand it. To this general public, the media continues to falsely 
state that the war ended on August 15, and school teachers continue to 
teach the same. 


The San Francisco Peace Treaty was signed on September 8, 1951, 
and came into effect on April 28, 1952. It was at this time that the war truly 
ended and Japan was released from the seven-year-long military occupation 
by the Allied forces, and so the anniversary of the end of the war ought to 
be April 28. 


The designation of August 15 as the anniversary of the end of the war 
is in reality, nothing more than carefully crafted propaganda. 


India refers to the same August 15 as Indian Independence Day. Every 
year on that day there is a military parade, and the entire country 
celebrates India’s victory en masse. It was the Viceroy of the British Empire 
in India, Louis Mountbatten, who decided on this day as Independence Day. 
Although Mountbatten gave the final approval to India as a self-governing 
dominion and departed from India on July 18, 1947, he intentionally decided 
on August 15, a whole twenty-eight days later, as India’s official 
Independence Day. India did not become independent of Britain simply by 
becoming a self-governing dominion of the British Commonwealth, so even 
to refer to it as Independence Day is, in itself, inherently false. It was on 
January 26, 1950 that India became a republic nation as a part of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations whose figurehead is the British monarch. 
However, almost two decades earlier, in 1931, Rash Behari Bose had 
already begun observing this date, January 26, as Indian Independence Day, 
and celebrated this occasion annually with fellow Indian freedom fighters in 
Japan. 


Markandey Katju is highly respected in India, and was a former judge 
of the Indian Supreme Court. In a television debate program on September 
15, 2015, he declared that Japan had used Netaji in their attempt to invade 
India, but it was only because Britain and America stopped them that India 
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was saved. Furthermore, he repeatedly stated that Japanese are cruel 
beyond comparison with British or anyone else, and that if Japan had won 
the war, India would have suffered great atrocity at the hands of the 
Japanese. Indians, he claimed, had been saved from this fate by Britain and 
America. In spite of the fact that since 1958, India has been continuously 
receiving a great amount of economic and technological assistance from 
Japan, and the fact that Japan has contributed greatly to the advancement 
of India, Katju uses his title as a former Supreme Court judge to spread 
anti-Japan, pro-British propaganda. Additionally, there is considerably 
vicious anti-Japan, pro-British propaganda running rampant among younger 
generations in India. They say that Japan had tried to invade India, but that 
the National Army led by Netaji defeated them. They are of the belief that 
Netaji and America protected India from invasion by the Japanese Empire, 
and that August 15 ought to commemorate India’s victory over Japan. Even 
now, England continues with great perseverance its movement to maintain 
the British Empire’s rule over India, and they spread pro-British and anti- 
Japanese propaganda, obstructing the advancement of India. 


August 15 celebrates the anniversary of the suffering, destruction and 
manipulation of British and American imperialism, and ought rightfully to 
be called Louis Mountbatten Day or British Imperial Rule Day. In reality, 
Japan’s anniversary of the end of the war should be April 28, and India’s 
Independence Day ought to be January 26. That they were both decided on 
as August 15 is nothing more than Britain’s handiwork. 


The British Empire’s complete rule over Asia, which had been 
progressing favourably until the early twentieth century, was disrupted by 
the collaboration between Japan and Indian freedom fighters, with Rash 
Behari Bose as an intermediary. In other words, in order for Britain and 
America to achieve total world domination, it was necessary for Japan and 
India to be in a state of conflict. If the Japanese are shunned as “militaristic 
invaders,” yet are taught to have a self-defeating view of history and are 
forbidden from rearming; and at the same time, if Indians are armed and 
encouraged to worship Netaji, a warmonger and admirer of Caucasians, and 
are imbued with anti-Japanese propaganda, then India would be driven to 
attack Japan and ruin it fatally. If Britain and America can achieve this, then 
the British Empire will be restored. This, indeed, is what August 15 truly 
signifies: The revival of the British Empire. 


In Japan and India, human civilisations have been thriving since 
ancient times until the present, and it was these two great countries that 
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stood in the way ofthe British Empire's world conguest. During the first 
half of the 1900's unfolded the drama of brave heroes who fought against 
British and American imperialism in an attempt to rescue humanity from 
destruction. For Indians, this was the climax of the Indian independence 
movement, and for the Japanese, this was a period during which they 
burned with a sense of courage and utmost righteousness in their mission to 
rescue Asia from Western rule. 


We are living in a generation in which, ever since the triumph of 
British and American imperialism over Japan, a distorted version of history 
continues to be fabricated and propagated, and is even now growing ever 
more complex. If one is distressed by the current state of the world even in 
the slightest, one must not simply stand by idly and accept Britain and 
America's interpretation of history as the truth. There is a vital need for the 
Indian independence movement and Japan's cessation of war to be revised 
and understood from the Asian point of view, rather than continuing the 
present trend of automatically defaulting to the Western concoction of 
history. 


Since 1945, Japan has resigned itself to its stigma as a world 
aggressor, and continues to be forced to abandon all military power. While 
the Japanese remain ignorant, the opinion has been established throughout 
the world thatthey are the cruelest race, and that - regardless of other 
countries’ state of militarisation - as long as Japan does not possess 
weapons, the world will be at peace. At the same time, in India the image 
has been created that it was the use of military force by the Indian National 
Army, under the leadership of Netaji, which guided India to independence. 
It is important to note here that the Indian National Army, founded by Rash 
Behari Bose, after being handed over to Netaji, was referred to by Netaji as 
Azad Hind Fauj (Indian Army of the Provisional Government of Free India), 
but in truth it was the INA. The name Netaji itself is similar to Fuhrer, 
which was used to refer to Hitler, and throughout the world, the Nazi 
symbol known as the Hakenkreuz is in fact a renaming of the swastika from 
the Hindu religion. 


On August 15 in India, there are military parades, and demonstrations 
of their readiness to use military force against aggressors. Alongside this, 
there are those who spread the propaganda that Japan has a history of 
aggression against India, and that even now, without the use of weapons, 
Japan continues to invade them. These people eagerly tout the propaganda 
that during the Battle of Imphal, Japanese people ate Indian soldiers, that 
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they are a sexually promiscuous race, that they are a meat-eating race who 
eat anything that moves, and various other such anti-Japan sentiment. 


From 1900 to 1945, a vast number of Japanese people sacrificed their 
lives to help India gain independence. Since 1958, the Japanese government 
has been strained in order to continue to provide India with economic and 
technological assistance. It is the very same India that uses their modern 
military might, developed using technology gained from Japan, to prepare to 
aggress and invade other countries as part oftheir role as a member ofthe 
British Commonwealth of Nations. The country that ends up being on the 
receiving end of this aggression must not be Japan - a tireless supporter of 
India, and a completely demilitarized nation. 


Is India a Pro-Japan Country? 


It is not correct to definitively say that India is either pro-Japan, or 
anti-Japan. The reason for this is that among Indians, there are those who 
are extremely supportive of Japan, while there are those who are terribly 
against. 


It is an undeniable fact that India was under the toxic power of Britain 
for a long period of time. India was toyed around with by Britain for 
hundreds of years, and during that time British anti-Japan sentiment was 
thoroughly implanted in them. Moreover, the anti-Japan propaganda of 
Britain, America, and pro-American and pro-British Indians continues to 
thrive to this day. 


Among Indians, who have for so long been immersed in anti-Japan 
propaganda, there are those who seriously believe that the Japanese are 
their enemy. One must always remember that Indians who believe that the 
Japanese committed atrocities against Indians are of the opinion that it is 
righteous for Japanese to be murdered, and that those who believe that 
Japanese perpetrated crimes against Indian women also think that the rape 
of Japanese women is justifiable. On November 26, 2008, a Japanese man 
was shot to death in Mumbai; and in 2012, a Japanese female university 
student was gang raped. These incidents were widely reported on in the 
media, but more often than not, crimes against Japanese are unpublicised 
and kept silent. Numerous Japanese people have gone missing in India, and 
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it must not be ignored that there are crimes specifically targeting Japanese 
people. 


Among those who speak internationally with contempt for Japan, 
there are a number of women clad in saris, who give the outward 
impression that they are Indian. For instance, a Sri Lankan lady by the 
name of Radhika Coomaraswamy, who received her education in America, 
presented the Coomaraswamy Report at the United Nations in 1996, in 
which she intentionally threw Japan into an unfavourable position in her 
address on the comfort women issue. In this international setting, she spoke 
in English, pushing her anti-Japan campaign with an air of superiority, and 
raising her own personal status. Perhaps, it is only a mere handful of South 
Asians who irresponsibly garner contempt for Japan in this manner. 
However, the opinion that Japanese are extremely villainous is tied together 
with the criminal mentality that it is excusable to betray and injure Japanese 
people, and sothis is a pressing issue that must not be overlooked. 


The majority of the Indian public know very little about Japan, to the 
extent that many do not even know where it is. There are many Indians who 
view Japanese, Chinese and Koreans as though they are the same race. 
Even among those who offer light flattery and say that they like Japan, there 
are some who do not mean Japan, but in fact China or Korea. There isa 
striking influx of Korean media into India, and there is a firmly rooted boom 
in K-pop. Anti-Japanese propaganda is abundantly imbedded in Korean and 
Chinese programs and movies, so through the TV, Indians are unwittingly 
being subjected to anti-Japanese education. 


In the case of highly educated Indians, there is an even more difficult 
problem. The great majority of academics and influential people have since 
hundreds of years ago been receiving favour from England behind the 
scenes, and so they stress the value of English language ability and live out 
their lives relying on English literature and media. Among influential 
Indians of the upper and middle classes, there are those who have been 
favoured by Britain for generations, and who have mixed British or 
American blood, or who were educated in the West. They were raised with 
English as their mother tongue, and rely on British and American media 
even for information about their own country, so itis impossible for them to 
avoid the anti-Japan propaganda that is elaborately woven in. Those who 
strongly hold anti-Japan ideologies receive high social status, reputation 
and income, and sothey authoritatively deliver anti-Japan speeches, and 
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teach this attitude to the younger generations. They stir public emotion, and 
contribute to the promulgation of anti-Japan sentiment across India. 


England has been continuously expanding anti-Japan propaganda in 
India for hundreds of years. In addition, since the end ofthe war, China and 
Korea have been vigorously expanding their anti-Japan campaign in India, 
and for this reason it is extremely difficult to curb India's negative attitude 
against Japan. 


Thus, anti-Japan propaganda has been active in India for well over a 
century, escalating year after year, whereas the pro-Japan ideologies of 
Rash Behari Bose were spread for a mere thirty years. Without 
understanding this and without dealing with it, Japan has unwisely deemed 
India a pro-Japan country and has pressed forward with close diplomatic 
relations. 


Colonial Policies that Supported the Industrial Revolution 


The industrial revolution had a great role in shaping modern society. 
When such a shift occurs, the production of goods becomes industrialised, 
and in conjunction, the societal structure undergoes great change. 
Regardless of whether a civilisation has been advanced and thriving since 
ancient times, it is the custom of Westernised societies that only highly 
industrialised countries are deemed to be developed, while the rest are 
referred to as developing. Philosophy, spirituality, morals, customs and 
human values - all are irrelevant in assessing the advancement of a 
civilisation. The quality of the final product and the skill required to make it 
are not taken into account, and the only consideration is whether the 
process of its creation was mechanised or not. 


The first industrial revolution occurred in Britain from the mid-18" 
century to the mid-19" century. Immediately following, Belgium, France, 
America, Germany, Russia, and Japan all likewise one by one went through 
industrial revolutions. Even to this day, waves of industrial revolutions 
continue to occur throughout every nook and corner of the world. Since 
around the mid-18" century, societies that shift toward industrialisation are 
regarded as developed, and civilisations that until then had cultivated and 
prospered for thousands of years are viewed negatively and labeled as 
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primitive. These warped ideals of the West have now come to be shared by 
“developed” countries across the world. 


Why did the world's first industrial revolution occur in England? 
There is one primary distinguishing factor between England and other 
countries. By the mid-18" century, England had risen to the top as the 
world’s strongest coloniser. England’s invasion of India began with the East 
India Company from 1612 to 1757. From 1758 to 1858, the East India 
Company ruled over the majority of India. From 1858 to 1947, India, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, and Sri Lanka were all colonies 
under the direct control of the British royal family, and were referred to as 
the British Raj. 


Beginning with the invasion of India by Portugal in 1434, India was 
repeatedly invaded one after another: By Holland in 1605, Denmark in 
1620, and France in 1668. However, the biggest damage of all was by the 
British invasion. 


By the mid-18" century, Britain had used India to subjugate the 
countries of Asia one after the other through the use of military force. 
Britain then learned industrial technology from Asia, and using Asian 
engineers and technicians, and obtaining the raw materials for their 
industrial production from these Asian countries, Britain then exploited Asia 
as markets in which to sell these very same products. In this fashion, Britain 
was able to establish itself as the world’s major industrial power. 


Britain’s colonial policy was the foundation of the economic success of 
its industrial revolution, and was responsible for building up the British 
Empire. In other words, it was through the colonisation and utilisation of 
India and its resources that Britain was successfully able to hold the most 
power across the world. 


Over the last 270 years, industrialisation has been emphasised 
throughout the world, and there is a prevailing belief that industrialisation 
and the upholding of Western values indicates the advancement of a 
society. However, since it was industrialisation that was the crucial enabler 
of British imperialism and colonialism, to encourage industrialisation is to 
fall under the direct control of British imperialism and colonialism. Since 
this is indeed the current stance held by the majority, in effect, British 
imperialism and colonialism has much of the present world wrapped around 
its finger. 
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It is not possible to talk about Rash Behari Bose and Japan without 
addressing the Greater East Asian War, and the Greater East Asian War 
cannot be understood if avoiding the subject of Western colonial rule over 
Asia. 


Among all of Western colonialism, it was British imperialism that went 
to the furthest extremes in size, treachery and atrocity, and Rash Behari 
Bose dedicated his entire life to fighting it. It was England’s industrial 
revolution that enabled British imperialism to become so expansive, and the 
original driving force behind this industrial revolution was India. Jabez 
Thomas Sunderland wrote a book on this, India in Bondage, which Rash 
Behari Bose translated into a Japanese work titled, Shikkoku no indo. 


At the start of the 20" century, Japan just narrowly managed to 
escape conquest by European colonisers. It was not because Japan was an 
island country that it was able to avoid colonisation. In fact, the reason is 
that Asian trade via sea routes had been developed even before the 
Common Era, and so as an island country, Japan had long been a vital hub 
of world trade. In Asia, the South Indian navy was particularly strong - most 
notably that of the Chola Dynasty - and until the 13" century, they had 
protected trade ships traversing the South Seas, from Africa to Japan. 
However, around the year 1227, the navy had no choice but to withdraw 
from the South Seas, as their country was under threat of foreign invasion, 
and it was necessary to concentrate their military power on the protection 
of their motherland. During this same time, the Mongolian invasions known 
as the Battle of Bun’ei (1274) and the Battle of Kõan (1281) were unfolding, 
and Japan was also under attack by foreign forces. 


When England first began its conquest of India, at that same time, 
England was also actively invading Japan. However, this part of history was 
completely painted over by the GHQ in postwar education, and this truth is 
never openly spoken of. Japan underwent active Westernisation in the Meiji 
era, and came to speak about Asia and Japan from the perspective of 
Western world history. The Western version of history has been twisted to 
legitimise Western culture and Western colonialism. As a result, the culture 
of Japan was even further distorted after being occupied by America - a 
country inseparable from England - from 1945 to 1952. 


Let us now look back briefly on history from the 13* century to the 
present and re-examine colonialism and imperialism. 
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Ancient Trade Routes Connected the World, from Europe 
to Japan, with India at the Centre 


The world famous novel, The Travels of Marco Polo, is a story written 
by the 13" century Italian novelist, Rustichello da Pisa, as inspired by his 
conversations with Marco Polo. From 1271 to 1295, Marco Polo travelled 
from central Asia to China, and recounted his experience to Rustichello da 
Pisa while they were together in prison. The book was translated into 
French and other languages, and within decades came to be widely read 
throughout Europe. Europeans who read this book, driven by their greed for 
the riches of Asia, got into their ships and ventured out into the world. This 
was the Age of Discovery of the mid-15* to the mid-17™ century. 


The first to advance into the overseas market were Spain and 
Portugal. They called the land that they “discovered” the New World, and 
made ittheir own territory. It did not matter to them how many people lived 
in these countries, nor how developed their cultures. They invaded, 
committed massacres, and destroyed entire civilisations. All that mattered 
in their minds was to steal everything for themselves. Freely and without 
abandon, they committed crimes against humanity. However, in the midst of 
this, a key issue faced by Spain and Portugal was the matter of the power 
dynamic between them. In other words, their aim was to devise a means of 
killing all non-European people and destroying their civilisations - but, 
importantly, without any Spanish and Portuguese killing each other. With 
this in mind, Spain and Portugal made two treaties. These were the Treaty 
of Tordesillas (June 7, 1494) and the Treaty of Zaragoza (April 22, 1529). 
The Treaty of Tordesillas divided the Atlantic Ocean at 46°37' of west 
longitude, and the Treaty of Zaragoza divided the Pacific Ocean at 144°30' 
of east longitude. This declared that all of the world reaching from Japan 
minus the east tip of Hokkaido, through to Brazil, was the territory of 
Portugal, and that everything on the opposite side was the territory of 
Spain. With this, they began their invasion. Portugal embarked on mass 
genocides in Asia and present day Brazil, while Spain decimated 
civilisations in the North and South American continents, excluding Brazil. 
Thus, the Portuguese were invading Japan and India at around the same 
time. 


Ocean trade routes have been established by Indians since before the 
Common Era, and the majority of the merchants traversing these routes 
were Indians and Romans. Around the 1* century, ancient Rome, Greece, 
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and the Tamil Dynasty of South India were actively trading through the use 
of these ocean routes. From present day Italy, they crossed the 
Mediterranean Sea, stopped at Egypt, crossed over the Persian Gulf to the 
west coast of India, and then passed through Sri Lanka at the southern tip 
of India, before reaching the east coast of India and going as far as to 
Southeast Asia. This trade route was used not only by Indians, but also by 
Romans and Greeks. 


Indians not only carried out ocean trade with Southeast Asia, Africa 
and Europe, but using seasonal winds, they also developed extensive sea 
routes allowing access to the whole of Southeast Asia, through to China, 
Korea, and Japan. Since before the Common Era, India had mastery over 
the ocean. They were the pioneers of world trade. 


The Beginning of Japan’s Invasion by the West 


The Chola Dynasty (846-1279) of South India, including present day 
Sri Lanka, had a prominent and strong navy, and prosperous overseas 
trade. Overseas routes were established from the southern part of India to 
Southeast Asia, China, Korea, and Japan. However, during the peak of the 
Mongol Empire, both their navy and trade deteriorated, and came to their 
demise in 1279. This was at the exact time that Japan was being afflicted by 
two invasions from overseas in the Battle of Bun’ei and the Battle of Koan. 


During the latter half of the 13% century, the Hindu Dynasty in South 
India collapsed under invasion by the Mongols. From the Indian Ocean to 
Southeast Asia, the prosperous Indian navy returned to protect their 
homeland, and the trade of Southeast Asia and India was weakened. At 
around that same time, Japan was also under attack from overseas, and 
here unfolded the historical event from which later emerged the story of the 
kamikaze, or “divine wind,” which is said to have protected Japan from 
invasion by the Mongols. Meanwhile, The Travels of Marco Polo was being 
widely read by the intellectual class throughout Europe. As the power of the 
Indian navy declined, the Europeans’ advance into overseas markets 
prospered, and in the mid-15" century the period known as the Age of 
Discovery occurred. This was the beginning of the belief that all non- 
European peoples and customs were worthless, and Europeans began 
carrying out genocides on non-whites, annihilating entire civilisations. 
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Portuguese ships landed at Tanegashima and brought matchlock 
firearms to Japan in 1542 or 1543. This was in fact the first phase of the 
Portuguese invasion of Japan, soon following the execution of the Treaty of 
Zaragoza in which Japan was deemed Portuguese territory. The Portuguese 
began frequenting Japan, and in 1549 Francis Xavier of Spain, as a 
missionary of the Society of Jesus, entered Japan. Meanwhile, other 
missionaries were also becoming active throughout the country. 


With this, an active slave trade began to unfold. The daimyo of Japan 
were tempted by the missionaries, and they began selling Japanese people 
to overseas as Slaves. It is uncertain how many Japanese were sold, but 
hundreds of thousands of men and women were exploited or died a tragic 
death. The Expulsion Order for Portuguese Missionaries (Bateren tsuihorei), 
proclaimed by a distressed Toyotomi Hideyoshi on July 24, 1587, was nota 
ban on Christianity as is commonly stated, but was in fact nothing more 
than the prohibition of the slave trade. 


Toyotomi said, 


I am aware that those who come to Japan from Portugal, Siam and 
Cambodia under the false pretense of trade merchants, are in fact 
coming here as slave traders. They purchase large numbers of 
Japanese people and tear them away from their motherland, parents, 
children and friends, to take them to various countries as slaves. 
These actions are impermissible. Therefore, you Portuguese Jesuits 
must return to Japan all those Japanese who have until now been sold 
to India and other distant lands. If it is not possible to gather them 
from these distant lands, at the very least, release those who are 
presently purchased by the Portuguese. I will pay for them in silver 
coins. 


From 1592 to 1635, Japan was actively engaged in overseas trade. 
Ships conducting trade were able to do so only after obtaining from the 
bakufu an overseas travel license known as the shuinjo - in essence, a 
document roughly equivalent to a modern day visa. This was referred to as 
the Shuinsen-boeki, or in other words, trade conducted by ships that had 
obtained an officially stamped certificate of permission from the bakufu. 
Trade destinations included Vietnam, Spanish Manila, Cambodia, Siam, 
Patani, and other regions of Southeast Asia, although there was no trade 
with China and Korea. Within a mere forty-three years, over 350 Japanese 
ships had voyaged to Southeast Asia for trade. Among the shuinsen traders, 
there were numerous Japanese merchants, daimyo and samurai. In addition, 
there were eleven residents of Japan from Ming, and twelve Dutch, British 
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and Portuguese residents of Japan. By the 1620’s, there came to be 
repeated incidents in which the shuinsen trade ships were dragged into 
battles unfolding in the region of Southeast Asia. Additionally, there was an 
intensifying influx of Christian missionaries illegally entering Japan without 
permits. They began committing crimes in abundance, and the bakufu 
responded by strengthening trade regulations. From 1633 to 1635 they 
issued three official notifications which placed tight restrictions on ships 
attempting to voyage abroad, Japanese living overseas wishing to return to 
Japan, and Japanese attempting to travel to Southeast Asia. As a result of 
the last of these notifications, Japanese were completely banned from going 
to Southeast Asia, and those Japanese already living there were restricted 
from re-entering Japan. With this, shuinsen trade was brought to an end. 
This was the start of what is known as the Sakoku period. As a result of 
these measures, the Dutch East India Company came to monopolise trade 
with Japan via Dejima, and gained tremendous profit from trading between 
Japan and Southeast Asia. 


From 1613 to 1623, the British East India Company advanced into 
Hirado, Nagasaki Prefecture and established a British trading company. 
This was the work of the Englishman, William Adams, who had “drifted 
ashore” Japan in 1600. 


In 1623, the Amboyna incident occurred, in which English trading 
company personnel and Japanese mercenaries working for the British East 
India Company were all executed by members of the Dutch East India 
Company in Indonesia. As a result of this, the British East India Company 
had no choice but to give up on Indonesia, and the rights over Southeast 
Asia were monopolised by the Dutch East India Company. At the same 
time, Holland gained the rights not only to Indonesia, but also to Japan. In 
this manner, the Dutch East India Company forced its way into Japan, and 
the British East India Company greedily devoured profits in India. 


What is generally referred to as the Sakoku period was the 215-year 
span from 1639 to 1854, beginning with the banning of Portuguese ships 
from entering Japan and ending with the signing of the Japan-US Treaty of 
Peace and Amity. During this time, it was only the Dutch East India 
Company and China that officially had trade relations with Japan. For the 
duration of the Sakoku period, it goes without saying that great numbers of 
Dutch entered Japan, but Swedes, Russians, Americans, British, and so on, 
also frequented Japan as crew members aboard the Dutch ships. By looking 
at old documents, one can see that it is nothing more than a fabrication that 
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during this period, Japanese had sparse knowledge of abroad. While India 
was suffering exploitation and atrocity at the hands of British colonisers, 
Japan was able to avoid outright invasion by the Dutch East India Company 
owing to Toyotomi Hideyoshi's excellent skills in foreign policy. 


The story of the 1853 arrival of the Black Ship in Japan is taught in 
school education, and through the media it is frequently repeated. In the 
West, it is taught that Japan was isolated with little outside influence 
because it was an island country, and that the Japanese people were 
suffering under the evil and oppressive feudal system. Then, the American 
Black Ship arrived in Japan, threatening them with cannons and pressuring 
Japan to open. They teach that it was because of this that the people of 
Japan were liberated. According to this story, America then helped Japan to 
flourish by trading with them. America gave Japan freedom, happiness, 
wealth, and culture. 


In reality, Japan has been engaged in thriving overseas trade for 
thousands of years. Moreover, there is only a mere 49.5 kilometres between 
Tsushima in Japan and Busan located on the Korean Peninsula. This means 
that when the weather is nice and the ocean current is favourable, it is 
possible to cross over even in a small boat. Throughout history, and even 
continuing to this very day, incalculable numbers of people have illegally 
smuggled themselves into Japan from the continent. In other words, Japan 
has always had unavoidable exchanges with various regions and peoples of 
the world, and its position as an island country - rather than isolating it - in 
fact makes it all the more accessible from all sides. Nevertheless, in school 
education, it is emphasised that Japan is “insular” because it is an island 
nation. The tirelessly repeated narrative of Japan as a “tiny isolated island 
country” is nothing more than propaganda created by America during the 
GHQ occupation. 


There are historical records stating that in 1612, a man from Harima 
no kuni known as Tenjiku Tokubei, and then in 1762, Magoshichi of 
Chikuzen no kuni, drifted ashore India. In 1612, there was active shuisen 
trade, so this was a period in which Japanese ships were actively travelling 
to and from Southeast Asia. During such an era, it is understandable that 
there were people who drifted ashore. However, 1762 was during the 
period in which Japan is said to have been isolated under the Sakoku policy. 
This theory does not fit with the fact that during this time, there were ships 
setting sail from Japan that were large enough to carry Japanese people all 
the way to India. The credibility of the Sakoku theory must be questioned. 
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Furthermore, the fact that there are remaining records of Japanese people 
drifting ashore India, suggests that there were numerous other such 
instances which went unrecorded or of which records have been lost, and it 
is highly likely that there were those who drifted to India even prior to 
1612. 


There were a great many castaways from the West who drifted to 
Japan. And, every time such a castaway appeared, the history of Japan was 
altered. As mentioned above, there were such people as the Portuguese 
man who brought guns to Tanegashima in 1543, and William Adams who 
drifted ashore Japan in 1600 and established the British East India 
Company. 


In 1848, an American man by the name Ranald MacDonald 
disembarked from his whaling ship and smuggled himself into Japan on a 
small boat. There is even a romanticised story explaining why he snuck into 
Japan. It is said that MacDonald was a Native American, but believing that 
his ancestors were Japanese, he yearned for Japan and secretly landed 
there. MacDonald stayed in Japan for ten months before returning to 
America, but during those ten months he taught English in Nagasaki. 
MacDonald was Japan's first English native speaking teacher. One of his 
students was Moriyama Einosuke, and when the Black Ship arrived he was 
employed as Perry's interpreter. Four or five years before Perry landed in 
Uraga in 1853, MacDonald had just so happened to sneak into Japan and 
teach English to Japanese people, and he contributed to the Japan-US 
Treaty of Peace and Amity - is there truly such a convenient coincidence as 
this? 


England, France, America, Russia and Holland 
Orchestrated the End of the Edo Period 


Thomas Blake Glover was an Englishman originally from Scotland who 
played an important role during the end ofthe Edo period in Japan. Glover 
settled in Nagasaki on September 19, 1859, and there he established a 
trade business. The main goods that he imported and sold to Japan were 
weapons and ammunition. He was an arms dealer who sheltered in his 
home rebels plotting to overthrow the shogunate. He assisted in the coup 
d'etat, and upon the orders of the Queen of England, he forced both the 
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tõbaku (the antiregime overthrowing the shogunate) and the bakufu (the 
shogunate) to purchase weapons from him. During the final days of the 
Tokugawa bakufu, the tõbaku faction received assistance from England, and 
the bakufu was given assistance by France. Similarly to India, Japan had 
found itself being used as a battleground in the power struggle between 
England and France. 


Two months after Glover arrived in Japan, an American originally from 
Holland by the name of Guido Verbeck also began living in Nagasaki. In 
what is referred to as the “Verbeck photograph,” he is seen in the centre, 
surrounded by prominent rebels in the coup against the bakufu. From the 
nature ofthis photo, it is assumed that Verbeck played a central role in the 
overthrow of the shogunate. The founder of the Japan-India Association, 
Õkuma Shigenobu, is also seen in this photograph. Verbeck was of such 
high status that he gave advice to Õkuma Shigenobu, Iwakura Tomoni, and 
other important figures. 


Behind the scenes of the collapse of the bakufu and the beginning of 
the Meiji era, lurks the shadow of England, America, France, Russia, 
Holland, and other Western powers. In both the time and nature of its 
occurrence, all this overlaps perfectly with India’s colonial rule and 
independence movement. 


English Rule over India 


Before long, the Age of Discovery, in which Europeans terrorised non- 
European countries, led to the expansion of the British East India Company 
into India, which in turn facilitated England’s industrial revolution. The 
simple sequence of events is as follows. 


On May 20, 1498, Vasco da Gamma landed at Calicut (present day 
Kozhikode). He was the first Portuguese ever to arrive in India. In 1510, 
Portuguese then began to arrive one after the next, and attacked and 
occupied the islands and coastlines of India. They established over twenty 
Portuguese colonies in India, major among which were Sri Lanka and Goa. 
Although the Portuguese colonies gradually decreased over time, until 1961 
- well after India had already achieved independence - Portugal had 
continued to maintain a number of their colonies. 
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Following Portugal, from 1602 to 1799, the Dutch East India Company 
ruled many towns and cities throughout India. After the dissolution of the 
Dutch East India Company in 1799, from 1800 to 1825, those areas became 
the colonies of the King of the Netherlands. Until 1615, Bengal had been 
the possession of Holland, but in 1824 it was handed over to the British East 
India Company. Slightly north of Rash Behari Bose's family home in French 
Chandannagar, there was a Dutch factory in Chinsurah where traces of 
Dutch rule still remain to this day. 


Right at the time when Portugal was barred from trade with Japan, 
the British East India Company was driven away by the Dutch East India 
Company in Indonesia, in other words leaving the Dutch with a monopoly 
over Japan and Indonesia. 


The British East India Company was in fact three separate companies, 
one headguartered in Kolkata, another in Bengal, Chennai on the east coast, 
and another in Mumbai on the west coast. However, they are referred to 
collectively as the British East India Company, and are often mistakenly 
discussed as though they were a single enterprise. The British East India 
Company was a chartered company of England. It was directly connected to 
the Bank of England, and the British royal family granted it exclusive rights 
to trade in Asia. Before advancing into India, it used Malay and Indonesia, 
which are near Japan, as bases from which it managed its colonies and 
trade throughout Asia. However, with the outbreak of the Amboyna incident 
in 1623, its rights in Indonesia were transferred to the Dutch East India 
Company. Having experienced a setback in the spice trade, the British East 
India Company launched their reign of terror in India. 


In the mid-17* century, under the pretense of purchasing spices and 
silk, the British East India Company began trade with India. However, they 
gradually constructed an administrative body within India, began collecting 
taxes, and issued a currency. Inthe end, they drew up and enforced laws, 
and even established an army. In this manner, the British East India 
Company morphed from a trading company into an institution of colonial 
rule over India. 


From 1754 to 1763, unfolded what is generally referred to as the 
Seven Years’ War. It was similar to the World War that later occurred in 
that it was a struggle between England and France over their colonies. 
Roughly stated, it was a battle in which England and Austria formed an 
alliance, and declared war against France and Prussia, in which England's 
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side came out victorious. It was also this war in which France lost 
possession of Canada. In India, on June 23, 1757, the famous Battle of 
Plassey unfolded in Bengal. With the aid of the French East India Company, 
the Viceroy of Bengal challenged the British East India Company to a war, 
but this also ended in an English victory. Over the course of the Seven 
Years’ War, England expelled much of the French power from India. 


India fell victim to the scheming of the British East India Company 
and came to be ruled as its colony. In the midst of suffering oppression by 
armed might, in 1857 the Indian War of Independence unfolded. In England, 
this is trivialised by being referred to as the Sepoy Mutiny. The word mutiny 
implicitly implies that the British monarchy had the right to rule over India, 
and that there was just one small group of Indians who objected to this and 
launched a rebellion. This was by no means the case. It was a heroic battle 
in which vast numbers of Indians in various places throughout India shed 
their own blood in their struggle to expel the British East India Company 
from their land. 


Coming up victorious in the 1857 War of Independence, the following 
year in 1858, the British East India Company transferred Indian sovereignty 
to Queen Victoria of Britain. As a result, simply by permitting trade with the 
British East India Company, India had ended up becoming a colony of the 
British royal family. This was the sequence of events which led to the 
establishment of the British Raj in 1858. 


England, which had begun exploiting India in the mid-17* century, 
was in fact skillfully siphoning India’s vast wealth and power into England. 
Moreover, in battle after battle, England caused Indian blood to flow, 
sending Indian soldiers to fight for them in England’s campaign to invade 
French territories. While sucking up the lifeblood of India, around the mid- 
18% century England came to hold the greatest power in the world. And 
then, their Industrial Revolution began. 


Before India had become caught in the snare of the British East India 
Company, India had been a major world power. Its lands were bountiful, its 
population expansive, its culture magnificent, and its education level 
exceedingly high. India was rich in resources, and its industries were highly 
developed. Philosophy, medicine, mathematics, physics, chemistry, 
pharmaceutics, and so on - all were the most advanced in the world. 
Naturally, its manufacturing industries and technology were also among the 
best. 
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From around the mid-17" century, it was not only gold, treasures and 
peoples’ lives that England had begun stealing from India, but they also 
stole their knowledge. And then, they even rewrote history as though these 
had all been cultivated in England to begin with. They constructed 
universities, and then built up their British civilisation by indoctrinating 
people with a fabricated history that worked to England's advantage. 


With the knowledge they had stolen from India, England advanced its 
own domestic manufacturing industries and launched its Industrial 
Revolution, siphoning out from India as much funds as possible. And then, 
England sold their poor guality manufactured goods to India at an inflated 
price. Meanwhile, so that production would not be possible in India, they 
cut off the hands of skilled tradesmen, and on a daily basis, they calmly 
performed such atrocities, the likes of which no ordinary person could ever 
imagine. 


England’s Colonies 


British colonialism began in the mid-17" century, and utilising India 
skillfully, the British Empire suddenly established itself as the world’s 
strongest power. Immediately before the outbreak of the Second World 
War, the majority of the world was under English conquest. After WWII, it 
lost one colony after the next, but even at present it possesses fourteen 
overseas territories around the world. Canada, Australia and New Zealand 
are constitutional monarchies, and to this day their monarch remains the 
Queen of England, and so the British Empire is still alive and well. 


England initiated a war with the Qing dynasty. In the First Opium War 
(1839~1842) it took possession of Hong Kong, and in the Second Opium 
War (1856~1860), England forced open the five ports of Guangdong, 
Xiamen, Fuzhou, Ningbo, and Shanghai, and stationed a consul in each. 
Forcing them to sign the unequal treaty, England established their power 
over China. 


The following shows the start and end years of the main official 
British colonies. 


Canada 1520-1931 
America 1586-1776 
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Australia 1828-1901 
New Zealand 1840-1907 


Ireland 1798-1949 
India 1858-1947 
Burma 1826-1943 


British Malaya 1795-1963 
Hong Kong 1842-1997 

Nigeria 1914-1954 
South Africa 1795-1961 


Among the above countries, in Canada, America, Australia, New 
Zealand and Ireland, as a general rule, English is the mother tongue of the 
great majority of the population. Furthermore, the vast majority of them are 
Caucasian, and regard these countries in which they live as their own 
homeland. 


However, in India, Burma, British Malaya, Hong Kong, Nigeria and 
South Africa, the majority of the population are non-white, and their mother 
tongue is not English. In these countries, the native cultures remain firmly 
rooted, and the British people living there are considerably in the minority - 
they are only there to siphon the country’s wealth and economy to England, 
and so they do not permanently settle themselves in the country. Although 
colonies are all generalised under one word, some are Caucasian lands, 
while others are non-white countries, and these are completely separate 
entities. 


Since 1949, the British Empire continued on under the title, 
Commonwealth of Nations, and at present, 53 of the world’s 195 countries 
are members. Although the United States of America does not belong to the 
Commonwealth of Nations, it remains inseparable from England - the two 
countries are essentially one and the same, and they share the same 
interests. Ireland is not a part of the Commonwealth, as it withdrew in 
1949. However, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka all belong to the 
Commonwealth of Nations, and they continue to maintain a pro-British 
stance, as a continuation of the colonies of the past. 
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Chapter 2: The Life of Rash Behari Bose 


Relatively few books have been written about Rash Behari Bose. Even 
among books that do exist, there are almost none that contain details about 
his life, and for those that do, it is safe to say that there is almost nothing of 
credibility. The reason for this is that people who have interest in Rash 
Behari Bose are mostly Indians, and Indians rely on the English language 
for information about him. When researching Bose, it is imperative to have 
the ability to read Japanese literature. The reason for this is twofold. Firstly, 
English is the language ofthe colonisers, and there are very few English 
language materials that do not distort the facts to suit the Western agenda. 
Secondly, as Bose wrote the majority of his publications in Japanese, it is 
impossible to write about Bose without comprehending the books that he 
himself wrote. However, among Indians who research the history of Indian 
independence, the unfortunate reality is that there are none who 
understand Japanese perfectly. 


Rash Behari Bose was an Indian who devoted his entire life to the 
Indian revolution, but the most crucial time in his life was when he was 
living in Japan as a Japanese citizen. Not only are almost all of his precious 
works of literature written in the Japanese language, but even more 
importantly, they are in the difficult prewar Japanese, meaning that they are 
not easy to read. Moreover, much ofthe content is challenging for the 
postwar generation to grasp, and it takes great effort to understand and 
digest it. Ideally, it would be best if an Indian was to study the prewar 
Japanese language and apply this toward the research of Bose, but there 
does not seem to be any such person in sight. Although seventy-one years 
have passed since India’s independence, as far as I know, there is not a 
single Indian who is presently researching Rash Behari Bose using 
Japanese, and so it also seems unlikely within the near future. 


When Indians attempt to research Rash Behari Bose, they tend to rely 
on English literature. Ironically, when classified documents left behind by 
the British, laden with prejudice and scheming, are made publicly available, 
Indians defer to them as though they were the bible, and using these, they 
write about Bose. Rash Behari Bose was a hero of the Indian independence 
movement who actively worked in Japan to expel the British from India and 
to expand the anti-British movement. With this in mind, it seems that there 
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are few who realise how foolish it is then, to attempt to authentically learn 
about Bose by relying on documents written by his enemy, in the English 
language. 


Speaking from the standpoint of India, English is the language of their 
enemies. It is necessary to bear in mind that among Indians who are able to 
skillfully utilise the English language, there are many who uphold British- 
American culture and ideologies, and that there are many who have the ill 
intention of twisting the truth to suit Britain and America. No matter how 
cautiously and objectively one attempts to analyse such writings, British 
propaganda and espionage are the best in the world, so it is no ordinary 
task to endeavour to pick out the truth from English documents. 


Rash Behari Bose was not only proficient in Japanese, but he also 
excelled in English, and navigated several Indian languages with ease. For 
this reason, knowing only Japanese is not sufficient, either, and there are 
materials that are inaccessible to Japanese researchers of Bose as well. 
Bose spoke to and gave speeches to Japanese people in Japanese, but to 
Indians mainly in English, so at the very least, it is necessary to be able to 
handle both English and the prewar Japanese language without difficulty or 
room for misinterpretation. To a certain extent, knowledge of Bengali, Hindi 
and Sanskrit is also required. Furthermore, in order to thoroughly 
understand Bose, who was a devout adherent of the Indian faith, one must 
also appreciate Indian philosophy and religion to some extent. 


It was the Japan and the Japanese people of the prewar era that Rash 
Behari Bose fell in love with - not the present day transformed version of 
Japan that was systematically and artificially crafted by the GHQ after the 
war. Bose integrated himself among those Japanese people, and was deeply 
involved not only with the common masses, but also with influential public 
figures, politicians, and the Imperial Japanese Army. It is for this reason 
that when researching Bose, one naturally comes to recognize the truth 
behind the Greater East Asian War. Understandably, the Americans and 
Allied forces certainly do not want Japanese people to research Bose, as it 
would interfere with the carefully executed policy of indoctrination that 
they established since their occupation of Japan in August 1945. It goes 
without saying that England, which plotted the complete annihilation of Asia 
through its colonial policies and which also attempted to colonise Japan, 
would like to prevent the Japanese from learning about Bose. However, this 
sentiment is also shared by China, South Korea, North Korea, and Russia, 
which also attempt to share the credit and claim themselves victorious over 
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Japan in the war - all have a feeling of discomfort regarding the in-depth 
research of Bose. 


Among Japanese people, there are many who have been poisoned by 
the postwar GHO education, and who promote a self-defeating view of the 
history of Japan. Such people trivialise and condemn Rash Behari Bose, 
twisting the historical facts and publishing their false information in books. 
It is such people in particular who have high societal status, or who hold the 
title of professor, making them all the more problematic. 


In the several books written and left behind by Rash Behari Bose, he 
has written about his own upbringing and his youth. In this chapter, I depict 
Bose’s lifetime by collecting such passages, while overlapping them with 
accounts written by those who lived alongside Bose. Such figures include 
his daughter Higuchi Tetsuko, brother-in-law Soma Yasuo, mother-in-law 
Soma Kokko, and his close confidants, A.M. Nair and M. Sivaram, who were 
personally associated with him. 


Rash Behari Bose Before He Fled to Japan 


In 1915, Rash Behari Bose was marked by the British government as a 
threat to British colonial India. A large bounty was placed on his head and 
he was relentlessly pursued, his life in grave danger. Bose was twenty-nine 
years old at the time. He was cautious and tactful, and was able to escape 
the sight of the British intelligence agency, the police, and great numbers of 
Indian supporters of England, before fleeing to Japan. It was not because 
Bose wanted to protect his own life that he escaped to Japan. Rather, his 
goal was to release India from colonisation by England and to save the lives 
of his fellow Indian people. 


At that time, Asia was suffering under the evil hand of colonisation by 
England and by the various countries of Europe and America. In the midst 
of this, when Japan defeated the powerful country of Russia in the Russo- 
Japanese War of 1904 to 1905, Asia came to hold a small glimmer of hope 
that it might be possible to escape the colonialism of the West. When the 
Russo-Japanese War ended, able-bodied young men from various countries 
throughout Asia fled to Japan on a mission to learn how they might rescue 
their own homelands. In a manner of speaking, Rash Behari Bose was also 
one such youth. 
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In 1905, Japan was the central base at which youths from various 
parts of Asia gathered together and garnered support for their struggles 
against Western colonialism. Among such figures were people from the 
Oing dynasty, Korea and Russia. A considerable number of Indians also 
went to Japan in their efforts toward Indian independence. In the midst of 
this large number of Asians involved in their respective struggles for 
independence, Rash Behari Bose was foremost. He learned Japanese 
flawlessly, integrated himself into Japanese culture, was loved and 
respected by the Japanese, and developed steadfast connections with 
important figures in Japan. He also held the trust of Japanese politicians and 
military authorities. Bose and the Japanese people resonated deeply with 
each other as they shared a common pure, selfless sentiment of love for 
their motherlands, without any regard for personal greed or power. Like the 
Japanese people, Bose loved the country in which he was born, he loved the 
East, he loved the world in which the East existed, and above all, his 
strongest desire was for the peace and happiness of all of mankind. 


Bose was a devout Hindu, and had two phrases as his motto, anäsakta 
karma and vasudhaiva kutumbakam. Anasakta karma translates as “actions 
of non-attachment,” similar to the Japanese concept of “selfless devotion” 
(messhi hoko). According to this way of thought, one must not perform work 
in anticipation of the gains, but must simply do what it is their duty to do. 
Vasudhaiva kutumbakam is the way of thinking that all people throughout 
the world are family. Rash Behari Bose carried the Bhagavad Gita with him 
at all times, along with his unfaltering conviction in these two phrases, 
using them as the moral foundation at the core of each and every one of his 
actions. And with this, he carried out the sort of dynamic work that is 
scarcely imaginable could ever have been accomplished by a single human 
being. 


A number of books have been published on Rash Behari Bose, and 
articles have also been appearing online. In 2005, after Takeshi Nakajima 
published Nakamuraya no bosu: Indo dokuritsu undo to kindai nihon no ajia 
shugi (Bose of Nakamuraya: The Indian Independence Movement and the 
Pan-Asianism of Pre-GHQ Japan), for which he was awarded the Ajia 
Taiheiyo-sho (Asia Pacific Award) and the Osaragi Jiro rondansho award, it 
is unfortunate that there has been an increasing number of people who 
believe that the main accomplishment of Rash Behari Bose was introducing 
Indian curry to Japan, and who understand him only in association with the 
Nakamuraya Co., Ltd. trademark. Moreover, it is not Bose that is the main 
focus of his book, but rather, the Pan-Asianism of Japan, and Nakajima uses 
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the topic of Bose chiefly as a vehicle to facilitate his criticism of Japan. 
Therefore, as would immediately be recognised by a well informed reader, 
his text was never intended to be used as a primary reference material for 
information on the life and achievements of Rash Behari Bose. 


Bose left behind many of his own publications written in the Japanese 
language. They are preserved in the National Diet Library in Tokyo, where 
there are at least forty such items presently stored. Among them are journal 
articles, book chapters, speeches, and translations written by Bose, in 
addition to a further eighteen books. In particular, immediately following 
the outbreak of the Greater East Asian War in 1942, within a single year he 
published six books and two articles. 


This was an extremely busy time for Bose, during which he unified the 
Indians living throughout East and Southeast Asia, forming the Indian 
Independence League and the Indian National Army. Meanwhile, he was 
also faced with the problem of traitors operating in their midst. 1942 was 
the year in which Rash Behari Bose mustered together the last of his 
strength and poured it into the struggle for Indian independence. In this, 
the pen was one of Bose’s greatest weapons. 


Since Rash Behari Bose’s works are relatively accessible, one might 
say that one should simply go to the library and read them, but it is not as 
easy as that. In 1946, in America-occupied Japan, the Japanese language 
and script reform (kokugo kokuji kaikaku) was imposed at the hands of the 
GHO. The system of phonetics was altered (shin-kanazukai), and the written 
kanji characters were simplified and reduced in number (toyo kanji). The 
Japanese language that had been used until that time was declared 
outdated, and the postwar Japanese language was intentionally changed. 
Rash Behari Bose, having passed away in January of 1945, wrote his works 
using Ayu kana-zukai and kyuji (the old prewar writing system). The more 
complex the contents became, the more he wrote them in the old kanbun 
style - just as the old religious scriptures of India tend to be written in 
Sanskrit rather than in Prakrit. Unfortunately, for this reason the vast 
majority of Japanese people who received postwar education do not have 
the ability to read Bose’s books. Rash Behari Bose also produced a small 
number of English publications, however these, too, are written in a 
complex style that can pose a great challenge to modern Japanese and 
Indian readers. 
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To complicate matters even further, the majority of those researching 
Rash Behari Bose in the English language do not know Japanese, so they 
rely on English references. English documents are a crystallisation of 
British propaganda, meaning that they are overflowing with a mixture of 
truths and lies which are carefully crafted to misguide. Moreover, it is the 
unfortunate reality that those Indians who are proficient enough in English 
to read such texts tend to have received a Western education, and are thus 
already tainted with the fabrications of Britain and America. A further 
problem is that mistruths tend to be overlooked and permitted in literature 
written by people of high prestige in impressive, high-level authoritarian 
English. Research on Rash Behari Bose is a footprint of the Japan-India fight 
against British and American colonisation, and so, it is a great mistake to 
rely solely on English language literature. 


The following section about Rash Behari Bose's life relies mainly on 
the autobiography written by Bose himself, combined with the works of 
Soma Kokko, Soma Yasuo, Higuchi Tetsuko, and A.M. Nair, all of which I 
have translated into English, with the addition of my own clearly marked 
understanding and explanations. 


Soma Kokko (1875-1955) was the wife of Soma Aizo (1870-1954), and 
mother-in-law to Rash Behari Bose. Soma Yasuo (1900-1957) was the eldest 
son of Kokko and Aizo, and the younger brother-in-law of Bose. He 
graduated from the Department of Political Science and Economics at 
Waseda University, and for eight years, starting from 1948, he was the 
second generation company president of Nakamuraya Co. Ltd. He is also 
known for having personally purchased and introduced the first four 
German Shepherd seeing eye dogs to Japan in order to help blind civilians 
flee American air raids during the war. Higuchi Tetsuko (1922-2016) was 
the daughter of Rash Behari Bose and Soma Toshiko. 


A.M. Nair arrived in Japan at the age of twenty-three, and in close 
communication with Rash Behari Bose, he became zealously engaged in the 
Indian independence movement from within Japan. From 1942 until Bose’s 
passing in 1945, Nair supported Bose as his right-hand man. In 1945, after 
Japan’s defeat in the war, he also actively delivered NHK broadcasts in 
Japanese and served as an interpreter to Judge Pal during the Tokyo Trials. 
After India gained independence, Nair acquired Indian citizenship, but 
continued to live in Japan for the rest of his life. To this very day, Nair’s 
sons and grandchildren remain active in Japan. 
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Bose's Early Years 


Rash Behari Bose was born on May 25, 1886 in Subaldaha, 
Bardhaman (also called Burdwan), in the state of Bengal. His father’s name 
was Benode Behari Bose, and his mother’s name was Bhubaneswari. He was 
the eldest son among five children. After Rash Behari Bose, his mother 
passed away while giving birth to a girl. His father remarried, and his 
younger three siblings were of a different mother. Rash Behari Bose 
continued to send money to his immediate younger sister until his death in 
1945. 


His father, a clerk for the government press, bought a house in the 
French territory of Fatakgora, Chandannagar, and this was where Bose 
spent his early childhood. Due to his work, Bose’s father frequently lived 
apart from his family in such places as Kolkata and Shimla. Rash Behari 
Bose lived alongside his mother in the home of his maternal uncle in Palara 
Bighati, Hooghly district, and when the time came for him to enter 
elementary school, he moved into his uncle’s home in Kolkata to attend 
Morton Institution. 


Around that time, Bose was reading books about the 1857 the Indian 
independence movement, and they left a profound impact on him. These 
became his motivation, and at age thirteen he developed the desire to 
abandon his regular schooling and throw himself into the revolutionary 
movement. With the belief that becoming a soldier would be the best way of 
effectively working toward Indian independence, he sent an application to 
Fort William, located on British territory. However, he was not accepted 
due to the fact that he was a Bengali. Following this, he sent another 
application to the military in French India, but he was again refused with 
the reasoning that there were no vacant positions. He tried working as a 
clerk at Fort William, but could not forget his dream of becoming a soldier, 
and continued to send out one application after the next. He even went so 
far as to leave his home in search of an army that would accept him, but in 
the end he was brought back to Chandannagar by a relative. 


From age thirteen, he studied at Dupleix College in Chandannagar, 
but restless and eager to pursue his dreams, he was unable to concentrate 
on his studies and went to visit his father in Shimla. His father reasoned 
with Bose, telling him to first complete his studies until graduation, and 
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thus it was that Bose resumed commuting to school. However, his dream of 
becoming a soldier did not fade, and hiding from his father, he sent out a 
letter to the commanding officer of yet another army corps. When a 
response did come, it fell into the hands of his father. Bose was 
reprimanded, and far from being allowed to enter the army, he was not 
even permitted to have any contact with the army at all. In the end, he was 
employed as a clerk at the Forest Research Institute in Dehradun. There, 
within four or five years, Rash Behari Bose was promoted to head of the 
forestry office. His position as head, together with his ability and character 
which had enabled him to be promoted to this position within such a short 
time, became a powerful weapon for Bose in the Indian independence 
movement. 


From 1908 to 1915, Rash Behari Bose dedicated his life to the Indian 
independence movement from within India. During that period, there were 
two major incidents in which he was involved. The first was the Delhi 
bombing incident of 1912, and the second was the Lahore bombing of 1915 
as part of the Ghadar movement, but both ended in failure. 


From 1913 to 1915, Bose became a wanted man of England, and was 
aggressively pursued by secret agents. His photo was plastered from town 
to town, and he was labelled as a major criminal with a bounty of 12,000 
rupees placed on his head. 


The Delhi Conspiracy Case 


The most iconic incident for which Rash Behari Bose is recognised as 
the hero of the Indian independence movement was the bomb attack on 
Viceroy Charles Hardinge which unfolded in New Delhi. Bose has left 
behind a novel-like account of this incident in two of his books. The 
following is his description, translated into English from the original 
Japanese. 


On December 25, 1912, the streets of Delhi - the newly appointed 
capital of the British Raj - were crowded with people who had gathered to 
see the entrance parade of Viceroy Hardinge. It was a distinguished 
procession in which several elephants, carrying the Viceroy and other 
important personages on their backs, strode impressively down the street. 
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In front of the multitudes of people who lined their pathway, there stood a 
row of police officers keeping close watch. 


The procession was led by government officials, followed by the 
cavalry, and finally the Viceroy and his attendants, all atop the backs of 
elephants. From high up where he sat, the Viceroy looked down over the 
crowd with an air of superiority. His nose was raised with arrogance, and 
his eyes seemed to mock the Indian public. Even though the spectators bore 
a sense of animosity, the parade advanced forward uneventfully. 


When the dignified procession was halfway to the government 
building, a strange sound met the ears of the audience. Then, somewhere 
from the back of the elephant on which the Viceroy was seated, burst forth 
a flash of light. Immediately, the Viceroy and two or three of his attendants 
fell to the ground. The elephants were spooked and the procession fell into 
disarray. In the midst of the panicked crowd, police officers ran about, 
shouting out in loud voices. 


The Viceroy had been attacked by a bomb. His bodyguards helped him 
down from the elephant, and although the Viceroy had been injured, it was 
not life threatening. 


“Catch the criminal!” 


Amongst the bellows of the officers, the crowd was in pandemonium 
as they rushed to flee the scene. 


Promptly, a web of search was dispatched throughout all of Delhi, and 
they cordoned off the entire district. With the dignity of the British Empire 
at stake, the criminal who had targeted the Viceroy’s entrance into the 
capital could not be allowed to escape. 


However, in spite of the frantic search, the offender was never 
caught. What is more, the authorities could not even figure out whether the 
bomb had been planted on the back of the elephant, or whether it had been 
thrown. It was not even known what type of bomb had been used. 


Regarding the attack on Viceroy Hardinge, there are various theories, 
but only Rash Behari Bose knew the truth. Since he did not reveal the 
details of this incident to anyone, the various theories that are circulating 
even to this day cannot be anything more than mere speculation. This 
incident went unsolved and continues to be shrouded in mystery, but British 
authorities had no choice but to accept that it had been carried out by 
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youths as part of their struggle to liberate India from England - an 
acknowledgement that contradicted their stance that all Indians were 
accepting, or even appreciative, of British rule. Rash Behari Bose himself 
has acknowledged that he was the leader of this bombing incident, although 
he has left works in Japanese which imply that it was not him personally 
who planted or threw the bomb. 


In the streets and among the British authorities, all nature of 
speculation flew about. There were even some who claimed that they had 
personally witnessed someone throwing the bomb from among the 
onlookers. One theory was that it had been a man disguised in women’s 
clothing, while there were also those who said that the bomb had been 
planted on the seat on the elephant’s back. In the end, the authorities 
conducted a rigorous search for several days, apprehending many youths, 
and cruelly torturing them to death. Torture and killing are a common 
practice of the British - they apprehend the purported “criminals” and 
silence them through murder or execution, leaving the British free to write 
anything they like in their report. This is only one of the many reasons why 
British documents and other such materials must not be easily believed. 


The following is a description of these events, according to Rash 
Behari Bose himself. 


The Bomb Attack on Viceroy Hardinge and Rash Behari 
Bose’s Escape 


Immediately after the bomb exploded, the panicked crowd fled in all 
directions like a swarm of bees. However, in their midst, two youths walked 
calmly. If there had been anyone with composure to observe the scene, the 
two figures surely would not have gone unnoticed. However, the crowd was 
in such a panic, and the police were so excited, that no one noticed how out 
of place their calmness was. 


Among the two youths, one had a large and solid build. The other was 
one of his men. 


“Stay calm. Whatever happens, don’t panic,” the large man whispered 
into his companion’s ear. 
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After distancing themselves from the scene and reaching a calmer 
location, the large man maintained his composure, but the other had gone 
pale and was breathing wildly. Looking at him gently, the large man 
suddenly noticed that there was gun powder on his companion's knee. 


“Don't move.” 


The man drew a knife from his pocket and skillfully cut away the 
portion of cloth covered in gunpowder and threw it away. After that, as 
though nothing had happened, the two calmly proceeded in the direction of 
the railway station. 


Along their path, at each street corner, policemen stood with their eyes 
alert. The two boldly walked directly in front of them. Even with their hearts 
pounding, the pair made their way past the policemen's watchful eyes. 


“Sir, is it safe? The police are watching very closely.” 
“Tt's fine. Look calm. If you hesitate, the police will notice.” 


The large man pulled out a cigarette and placed it in his mouth. 
Lavishly puffing away, together with his companion, he entered the railway 
station where hordes of police officers were in a frenzy searching for the 
culprit. And then, purposefully walking right under the noses ofthe officers, 
looking sideways at them as they passed by, the two men confidently 
boarded a train and vanished into thin air. 


The larger of the two was the twenty-six year old Rash Behari Bose. 
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Afterword 


Rash Behari Bose: The Father of the Indian National Army is a compilation 
of Rash Behari Bose's original writings, along with those of his family and close 
confidants - all translated into English so that they may finally be accessible to the 
vast public who wish to know more about the life and achievements ofthis great 
freedom fighter. The texts are supported by my own clearly distinguishable 
interpretations and explanations for the sake of clarity and ease of reading. 


This eBook is published in six volumes. In the present book, Volume 1, 
I have introduced the broad context and background information necessary 
for a full understanding of this series, including a description of the plight of 
India and the historical ties between India and Japan. I have explained the 
reasons for the style in which this series is written, and have presented a 
general overview of the topics to be covered. We then moved into the 
beginning of Rash Behari Bose’s self-written biography, including his 
description of his birth and childhood and his entry into the Indian 
independence movement, ending with his escape from Delhi in the chaotic 
moments immediately following the Delhi bombing of 1912. 


Volume 2 will provide a translation of the final portion of Rash Behari 
Bose’s biography. I will also introduce relevant writings by key figures who 
played a vital role in Bose’s life in Japan, and who grew closer to him than 
his very own birth family. These were the people who provided 
indispensible support to Bose and his fight for Indian independence, and an 
authentic understanding of these individuals will set the necessary 
foundation for the forthcoming descriptions of Rash Behari Bose and his 
momentous work. 
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